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From: Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and 
Community Services

BARROW AREA PLANNING REPORT

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report brings together information from across the Community 
teams including Community Development, waste prevention, and 
libraries, and provides an update on work and agreed activity since the 
last meeting of the Committee.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The County Council’s vision set out in the Council Plan 2018-2022 is to 
be “a Council that works with residents, businesses, communities and 
other organisations to deliver the best services possible within the 
available resources.” The approach and work of the Local Committee 
directly contributes to this, and area based working, and shaping 
services locally is one of the key ways of delivering this vision.

2.2 The work of Barrow Local Committee, through its Area Plan and 
projects helps to achieve the Council Plan 2018-2022 outcomes, which 
are:
 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe
 People in Cumbria are well connected and thriving
 The economy in Cumbria is thriving and benefits everyone

2.3 The development, operation and monitoring of the Council Plan 
requires a focus on the Council’s performance against the identified 
outcomes, increasingly understood through localities. Barrow Area 
Plan sets out three targeted priorities for the area, which are:
 Improving health and well-being and tackling poverty
 To support Cumbria’s Early Help strategy which enables support 

for children, families and young people
 Promoting sustainable economic growth and creating jobs.



2.4 The locally devolved funding is available for Local Committees to 
allocate within the area to support positive outcomes, targeted and 
mainstream, designed to improve outcomes for the communities of 
Barrow. This funding can be targeted to initiate new activity or to 
enhance/complement existing provision according to locally 
determined need.

2.5 Local Committee is mindful of equality issues and duly considers that 
its actions and decisions do not result in inequality of service 
provision or exclusion from participation. The work of Local Committee 
directly supports the Council’s wider equalities agenda.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Members note the updates in this report
3.2 That Members consider whether they wish to fund up to £6,500 for the 

provision of a “Tiny Tablet” for Parkview Gardens as outlined in 
paragraphs 4.11 and 4.12.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 This report provides Members with an update of the work of Barrow Local 
Committee and the Community Development Team since its meeting of 15 
July 2019 and outlines provisional and actual expenditure against Local 
Committee’s budget as of 30 August 2019.
Area Working and Community Services Update

4.2 Since the last meeting of Local Committee there have been a number of 
meetings and workshops, including:

 17th July – Members received an update from the Community 
Development Officer on the Egerton Court Wellbeing Hub

 29th July – A joint Borough, County Council and Health workshop was 
held with a view to beginning to review and refresh the role and work 
of the Barrow Health and Wellbeing Forum.

 5th August – The joint Borough/County Infrastructure Group met and 
considered areas including – Transport Improvement Study, Borough 
Council Local Plan, Masterplanning in the Borough and strategic 
transport updates. 

 16th August – The Local Committee Chair, Sub Group Chairs, Area 
Manager and Lead Members and officers from the Borough Council 
met at the regular partnership meeting to discuss opportunities and 
working within the borough.

 10th September – Members met with the Senior Manager Learning 
and Skills looking at this key area and opportunities for future 
development within Barrow. 

4.3 In addition to these workshops and specific sessions, work has continued on 
a number of projects, headlines from which are outlined below:



Establish a Love Barrow Running Festival 
This project is being developed in partnership, and as part of the legacy of 
the Tour of Britain coming to Barrow in 2018/19.  The festival will take place 
on Sunday 6th October 2019 and it is open for people to register online.  We 
have now joined forces with Mind, Barrow ICC & University Hospitals of 
Morecambe Bay Trust to organise and deliver a Health Festival for the day 
which will take place within The Forum.
The team have been working with schools and in addition to the design the 
starter flag competition there will be virtual competitions held through the 
School Games Organiser to encourage more students to sign up for the Fun 
Mile event, resulting in prizes for the local schools.
BBC Radio Cumbria have agreed to be our media partners for the day, this 
will include presenting live from the races and also coverage and promotion 
on the radio through interviews and social media.  CandoFM are also 
supporting the event through live interviews.
The redevelopment of Barrow Central Library
As has been reported to Members previously the project to further open up 
existing space within Barrow Central Library and develop it into a key 
customer hub has now progressed through planning stage.  The works were 
put out to tender and it is expected that a contractor will be appointed in 
early autumn.  Once a contractor is in place the timeline for activity and 
works will be brought to members for information. 
Supporting Children and Families and community development on 
Barrow Island
Members identified Barrow Island as one of the priority areas they wished to 
focus on, building on existing partnership working, and focussing on 
challenges and opportunities for the community.  
Following the Barrow Island Residents meeting in June the Barrow Island 
Partnership Group has been established - a multi-agency partnership 
including residents who are beginning to identify the key issues and develop 
an action plan for how to take them forward.  The Community Development 
Team are working with residents, partners and local businesses looking at 
next steps.  Opportunities to provide a more joined up service provision 
around a hub model are also being explored. 
Supporting Children and Families in the Greengate area of the town
This priority area of focus was originally identified by the Children and Young 
People’s Working Group and has arisen from the discussions around 
developing a pre early help model of working.  This work has been 
superseded however by a wider “Barrow Conversation” where a number of 
partners including the police, schools, Womens Community Matters and 
Love Barrow Families came together to begin to explore a more joined up 
approach across all sectors to working to support our communities and 
families to thrive.  
This initial work has led to the establishment of the “Love Barrow Together” 
approach, and Councillor Burns and the Area Manager have been invited to 
sit on the Board for this group and will continue to report back to Local 
Committee.



Ormsgill Community Hub
As Members are aware the area planning work around Ormsgill continues to 
develop.
The Strengthening Ormsgill Community (SOC) multi- agency partnership 
meets regularly, and over the summer the community (supported by the 
team) organised and ran a series of really great community events:

 Love Where You Live, 
 Tea @ the Town Hall, 
 Scavenger Hunt & We Built a Den
 Love Ormsgill Fest

These events were all well attended and in particular the recent Love 
Ormsgill Fest day.  As part of this, as we have done previously, there was a 
free raffle inviting people to answer a few quick questions including how they 
feel about the estate and what could be done to improve things as well as 
what people would like to see in the proposed new Hub.  This feedback will 
continue to help shape developments and activities.
In relation to the physical hub itself, as Members are aware the feasibility 
work has now been completed and the findings confirmed that the current 
children’s centre would be the best building to develop into a community 
hub.  Following the development of the business case the Area Manager 
took this through the Council’s governance processes and support was 
received for this work.  Plans have now been drawn up for how the hub 
could look and the space available, and works will be going out to tender in 
the Autumn with an aim to have the new hub up and running by early 
summer next year.   
Outdoor Opportunities - As part of the Love Barrow Together work a 
suggestion was raised about exploring potential opportunities to support 
outdoor activities and families to go camping / take a break in the local area.  
A small working group has been pulled together to look at this further and to 
develop options for how this could be achieved.

4.4 In addition to these specific projects the Community Development Team 
continue to support a wide range of activity and community work across the 
Borough.
Barrow Libraries and Archives

4.5 Between 26th June and 24th August the library service actively engaged with 
1501 under 19s and 493 adults giving a total of 1994 members of our 
community.

4.6 Some of the key events and activities are outlined below for Members’ 
information:
Story Walk at Furness Abbey
105 people turned up at Furness Abbey, Barrow-in-Furness on a beautiful 
August morning to take part in Barrow Library and Archives Story Walk, part 
of the summer reading Challenge run in Cumbria Libraries. The event was 
aimed at families and the participants included parents, children, 
grandparents and babies in prams.  Due to the number, the group was split 
in two: Gill Jepson from Furness Abbey Fellowship gave a short introduction 
to the history of the Abbey and Cathy Fidler read “The Way Back Home” by 



Oliver Jeffers about a little boy who got stuck on the moon and needed to 
find his way home. The groups then swapped before setting off to explore 
the abbey ruins while looking for pictures from the story, looking for knitted 
gargoyles and finding the answers to a quiz.

Disney Shake up your Summer
To promote the Public Health England Shake Up Your Summer campaign 
the library held a Disney themed event.  This was attended by children from 
2-11 years and we did three of the activities detailed on the Public Health 
England promotional material.  These were – Simba leaps where the 
children had to jump from place to place on a course around the children’s 
library.  Dance like Violet the children danced to Disney music and had to 
do a “pose” when the music stopped, and Elsa’s Snowball Dash where the 
children divided into three teams to see who could collect the most 
snowballs.
Summer Reading Challenge School Assembly Promotion
During the summer term staff from Barrow Library visited schools within our 
area to promote this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. The Summer 
Reading Challenge is a National celebration and is the UK’s biggest free 
reading for pleasure event for children run by The Reading Agency in 
partnership with the UK public library network. The aim of the Challenge is to 
encourage children to read any six books of their choice from their library 
during the summer holidays. The Challenge offers children and families a 
fun activity during the six-week summer holidays and aims to combat the dip 
in reading skills and confidence which can occur when children do not 
continue to read in the holidays. Children receive a special booklet, stickers 
and rewards every time they return a finished book to the library over the 
summer.  

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/


The Reading Agency says that promoting reading for pleasure vitally important 
because -  

 Currently, 1 in 5 children in England cannot read well by the age of 11. 
We know that reading for fun improves literacy.

 Reading for pleasure is more important to children’s academic success 
than their parents’ level of education or socio-economic status.

 Embedding a love of reading in children can help their wellbeing later in 
life. 19% of adult readers say that reading stops them feeling lonely.

 Studies have found that those who read for pleasure have higher levels 
of empathy, greater self-esteem and are better able to cope with 
difficult situations.

                                                                                                                                    
Every year there’s a different theme. The Summer Reading Challenge 2019 
theme is Space Chase, an out-of-this-world adventure inspired by the 50th 
anniversary of the first moon landing. Space Chase featured bespoke artwork 
from top children’s illustrator, Adam Stower, and will celebrate adventure, 
exploration, reading and fun! 
We had a fantastic response from schools and had great visits at Askam Village 
School, Victoria Academy, Ormsgill School, Ramsden infants, Sacred 
Heart Catholic primary School, Saint Pius X Catholic Primary school, Saint 
James, South Walney Juniors and Brisbane Park. During our visit we told the 
children all about the challenge, how to take part and showed them the prizes on 
offer. Children who could tell us the key information were selected to represent 
their school as Summer Reading Challenge ambassadors. They were tasked 
with the important task of encouraging their class maters to take part and keep 
going over the summer. 

Furness Carers, Dementia & Autism 
We recently attend the 25th Anniversary for Furness carers, where the 
Library had a stand to promote everything we do.  Quite a lot of people that 
attended had no idea about all that the library has to offer.
From this event, we had several people join our housebound service, come 
in for a disabled bus pass, join the Library and wanted to borrow the 
Dementia bags and boxes. We have also been asked to go out to some of 
the local residential homes and run reminiscence sessions there for those 
who are not able to get into the Library.

ATTENDING IN EACH AGE GROUP

5 - 7 Years  575

8 - 11 Years  685

Adults  44

TOTAL  1304



We are almost ready to open Barrow Library’s Autism friendly Library areas. 
The adult section is waiting on feedback from professionals and the 
children’s area will be ready very soon. We have been liaising with Nicola 
Brockbank from the Autism and disability services, she has been a very 
valuable source of knowledge.  Nicola will also be helping us to promote 
what we have to offer through her contacts, to make sure we are reaching 
the intended audience.
Local Committee Budget

4.7 The monitoring report is intended to summarise the most up to date position 
with regards to the Communities Budget, taking into account previous 
decisions taken by Local Committee.

4.8 The discretionary budget delegated to Local Committee is detailed in 
Appendix 1, providing the latest financial position including the committee 
expenditure and the remaining unallocated resources up to 30 August 2019.

4.9 Following the previous Meeting of Local Committee the Area Manager 
received a funding request for £2,000 to support the work on Ormsgill and 
the activities that have taken place over the summer.  In consultation with 
the Chair and Vice Chair of Local Committee the Area Manager agreed the 
funding request. 

4.10 Similarly it has been identified that £5,000 funding is needed to support the 
Festival of running in Barrow.  Whilst support in kind and limited match 
funding has been achieved this amount is required to enable the event to be 
delivered.  As this is one of Members identified priorities for the year in 
consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of Local Committee the Area 
Manager agreed the funding request.

4.11 A request has also been received to fund the provision of a “Tiny Tablet” for 
Parkview Gardens Care Home.  This piece of equipment is a large table 
style interactive tablet with a range of apps including dementia friendly 
focussed ones.  A similar piece of equipment was provided for the new care 
home in Whitehaven, and feedback is that residents have found this to be  
very popular and beneficial.

4.12 Costs for this equipment are up to £6,500 plus vat, depending upon the 
number purchased.  Members are therefore asked to consider whether they 
wish to agree up to a maximum of £6,500 from General Provisions to fund 
one of these for Barrow.

4.13 Members have agreed to keep the School Crossing Patrol budget under 
review should additional funding be required to supplement this budget to 
meet the Service Level Agreement.  At this stage it is not proposed at this 
time that additional funding is vired from the General Provisions budget to 
School Crossing Patrol budget, but that Local Committee keeps this under 
review at future meetings.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Local Committee can choose to support the recommendations outlined in 
this report, amend them and choose to commit different levels of funding 
within their delegated budget, or not to accept them.



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The position as at the end of August for budgets other than Highways 
allocated to Local Committee are as set out in Appendix 1 (paragraphs 4.7 
and 4.8). 

6.2 The balance of the Local Committee budget allocated to General provision 
not currently committed is £23,691.  Local Committee is able if it wishes to 
allocate from these funds a grant for the provision of a tiny tablet 
(recommendation 3.2).  

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications arising from this report.  

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This report provides the Local Committee with a comprehensive update on 
its Communities budgets and related matters delegated to the Committee

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director - Corporate, Customer and Community Services

2 September 2019

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Local Committee Budget

Electoral Divisions: All Barrow

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?



N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Tracey Ingham 0790 1884620, tracey.ingham@cumbria.gov.uk 

mailto:tracey.ingham@cumbria.gov.uk

